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Where We Started



106energyfuturesgroup.com

▪ Declining compliance with the Residential Building Energy 
Standards (RBES)

• Last measured at 54% with the 2015 RBES
▪ No formal statewide administration or enforcement 

associated with RBES
▪ Comprehensive Energy Plan set a goal for all new 

construction to be net-zero ready by 2030
▪ Municipal authority to administer and/or enforce RBES is 

unclear in current statutory language
▪ Governor Scott recently rolled back energy codes to 2020 

standards
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The Issues
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1. Clarify Municipal Authority
a) Update statutory language to explicitly grant interested municipalities 

the authority to administer and enforce RBES within their jurisdictions
2. Establish Administrative Processes

a) Collaborate with interested municipalities to develop administrative 
procedures that utilize Energy Professionals to demonstrate 
compliance with RBES. 

3. Foster Builder-Energy Professional Partnerships
a) Facilitate partnerships between Energy Professionals and builders to 

promote cost-effective construction practices that meet RBES 
standards. These relationships would reduce the need for detailed 
municipal oversight while ensuring consistent compliance.
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The Pitch



2026 Update: Progress on Two 
Fronts
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1. EFG continues to work directly with legislators to clarify 
municipalities' authority to administer and enforce the energy 
code

2. Goal: generate 5-10 letters of support from municipalities 
interested in administering or enforcing the code

3. These letters will directly support legislative discussion during the 
upcoming session

Municipal Energy Code Administration for Vermonters

Update #1: Clarify Municipal Authority



110energyfuturesgroup.com

1. Restarting the Resilient and Efficient Codes Implementation 
(RECI) grant with the Department of Energy, on hold since 
summer 2025

a) Research on the upfront costs of efficient new construction and how to 
balance design tradeoffs to control costs while increasing efficiency

b) Training and education for HERS raters, builders, and contractors statewide
c) Support for connecting municipalities, builders, and energy professionals to 

integrate third-party energy professionals into new construction
2. Coordinating with Efficiency Vermont

a) EVT is redesigning its Residential New Construction program in 2027 to 
support efficiency and RBES compliance
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Update #2: Build Affordable Compliance 
Capacity



What This Means for the Network
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• DOE-funded research and training, plus Efficiency Vermont's 
redesigned incentives, create the vessels for affordable, 
RBES-compliant new construction

• What's still needed: municipalities willing to administer the 
framework once it's built

• The ask for the Network: encourage municipalities in your 
community to get involved now
▪ Especially through letters of support ahead of the upcoming legislative 

session
• The payoff: efficient, code-compliant new construction directly 

cuts costs and fossil fuel use as Vermont's building stock grows
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The Framework Needs Municipal Partners
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